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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

1. Claims 1-3 and 5-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US Patent 5,046,434 to Breezer in view of Japanese Patent 2001-270,525 to 
Ishizuka Glass. Breezer 'teaches a pallet (20) with a deck (22) formed from an upper 
panel (24) and a lower panel (26). The upper panel (22) makes up an upper surface and 
has a plurality of openings (50). The lower panel (26) extends the plurality of supports 
(38) as seen in figure 6 below so that each support (38) aligns with an opening (50) 
(Col. 3, line 37-39). The pallet (20) is a nestable pallet (Col. 3, line 42-52). A projection 
(A 1 ) extends outwardly from the edges (B') of the deck (22). The corners (40) of the 
pallet (20) are rounded as seen in figure 1 . 




Breezer '434 Figure 6 



2. Breezer does not expressly disclose the projection not being continuous about a 
periphery of the deck, the upper surface of the projection flush with the upper surface of 
the deck, and the projection not extending past the side edges or past the end edges. 
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3. Ishizuka teaches a pallet (P) with a deck having an upper surface (p1) for 
supporting goods (A) as seen in figures 1 and 5. The upper surface (p1) is substantially 
bounded outwardly by side edges, end edges and corner edges between the side 
edges and end edges as seen in figure 1 . A plurality of supports (1 a, 1 b) extends 
downward from the deck. At least one projection (3a) extends outward from the rounded 
corner edge as seen in figure 6. 




Ishizuka '525 Figure 1 Ishizuka '525 Figure 6 

4. The upper surface of the projection (3a) is flush with the upper surface (p1 ) of the 
deck as seen in figure 4. The plurality of goods (A) on the upper surface (pt) is wrapped 
with a wrap (S) to at least partially go around an edge adjacent to the projection (3a) as 
seen in figures 3 and 5. The projection (3a) does not extend outwardly past the side 
edges or past the end edges as seen in figure 3. 
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Ishizuka '525 Figure 3 Ishizuka '525 Figure 4 

5. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to modify the pallet of 
Brezzer by replacing the projection with one as taught by Ishizuka to hold shrink wrap 
on the corner of the pallet better. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 8/23/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Breezer does teach a peripheral lip (28) that is continuous around the 
periphery of the load-bearing member (22). The lip (28) is formed when the sheets are 
joined together. The lip (28) is necessary during manufacturing of the pallet, but after 
manufacturing, the lip (28) has no function. As seen in figure 6 there is plenty of material 
at the joint that removing the lip will not weaken the structure. It therefore can be 
removed, either by sanding, grinding, cutting, or other known and common method. This 
is commonly done in plastic molding where runners and sprues always have to be 
removed from parts once manufactured. Thereby the lip/projection can be removed and 
then replaced by the projection that is taught by Glass. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy M. Ayres whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8299. The examiner can normally be reached on MON-THU 8:00 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on (571) 272-6867. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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